
By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

COOKE COUNTY – Cooke 
County voters went to the polls 
May 24 to decide the winner of 
the Republican runoff  for Cooke 
County Judge and Commission-
er Pct. 4. 
 Unoffi  cial results with all 15 
voting precincts reporting indi-

cate John Roane defeated cur-
rent Pct. 4 Commissioner Leon 
Klement by a total of 2,566 votes 
to 2,037 votes in the Republican 
runoff  race for county judge. Th e 
general election is scheduled for 
Nov. 8.
 Matt Sicking is set to be sworn 
in January 1 after he defeated 
John Metzler by a total of 885 
votes to 528 votes  in the Repub-

lican runoff  for Precinct 4 Com-
missioner.
 In the race for Republican 
Precinct Chair Pct. 6, Ken Ar-
terbury had 156 votes to 84 votes 
for Nenia L. Kahl.
 For Republican Chair Pct. 11, 
Richard L. Womack received 112 
votes to Nancy A. Willingham’s 
107 and Steve Gaylord’s 105 
votes.

 Voter turnout was 17.33 
percent according to infor-
mation on the Cooke Coun-
ty Clerk website. There are 
28,052 registered voters in the 
county.
 Voters cast 1,458 total votes in 
early voting held May 16-May 
20.
 Total election day votes cast 
were 3,177.
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Roane Takes Republican Runoff  

Race for County Judge, Sicking 

Elected Pct. 4 Commissioner
Th is week each year, and pro-
gressively so, is always a shock-
ing milestone for us here at Th e 
Weekly News. We roll over the 
Volume number to the left in 
the masthead which means we 
have fi nished 18 full years of 
bringing local news to Cooke 
County and starting on year 
number 19! So much has hap-
pened in the past 18 years from 
fl oods, elections, market crash-
es, loved ones lost, children 
born and now almost grown 
up…so many things to refl ect 
upon. 
 We have had some of the 
best readers, letter writers, 
public personalities and em-
ployees over the years that have 
allowed us to continue. Th anks 
to you all! We wouldn’t be here 
without all of you!
 With all the fun of the an-
niversary, I wanted to throw 
back a column head that might 
remind some of you out there 
of yesteryear. King Topics was 
a staple for quite a few years 
around town. Know it cer-
tainly fi lls me with a sense of 
nostalgia. 

 Here is some more of what’s 
happening around town this 
week.

++++++++

 Concert for VISTO has 
been rescheduled for this com-
ing Friday, June 3 at 6:00 pm 
at the Cooke County Fair 
Grounds. Come enjoy the 
great fi sh plates from Gaines-
ville Knights of Columbus, 
listen to the amazing music of 
Th e Virge, Rachel Stacy, Black-
out Betty and Bad Habit. Th e 
event is free and BYOB. See 
you there!

++++++++

 Th e Friends of Cooke Coun-
ty Library announce their fi -
nal clearance book sale. Th e 
sale will be held on Th ursday, 
June 2, 2022 from 9am – 1pm 
at the Bomber Bait Building 
located at 326 S. Lindsay St., 
Gainesville.  
 Books will not be priced. In-
stead donations are welcome. 
Please bring your own bags. 
Fill them with as many books 
as you want. 
 Th is is the fi nal book sale. 
Everything must go! All do-
nations will go to the Cooke 
County Library.

(Continued on Page 9)

By Delania Raney
Th e Weekly News

MUENSTER - Members of the 
Muenster Hospital District were 
administered the oath of offi  ce 
during the May 25 meeting in 
the hospital board room.
 Directors taking the oath of of-
fi ce were Lisa Schilling and Rita 
Russell. Board member T.J. Wal-
terscheid completed the oath, 
statement of offi  cer and required 
confi dentiality statements prior 
to the meeting, Board President 
Ronnie Weinzapfel said.

 Directors serve for three-year 
staggered terms. Russell is fi ll-
ing a seat of the board which 
has been vacant for nearly a year, 
Weinzapfel said. Her term is set 
to expire in 2023 after which she 
may run for reelection.
 “We do have one more vacant 
seat,” Weinzapfel said. “But we’re 
talking to someone to see if they 
want to join the board, and they 
might let us know within a week 
or so. We’ll talk about that a little 
later.”
 Th e board voted to keep 
Weinzapfel as president and Aar-

on Hess as secretary/vice presi-
dent.
 Th e board also voted to absorb 
a three percent rate increase for 
the employee Blue Cross insur-
ance plan.
 “Our loss ratio is only 51 per-
cent,” CEO Marion Willimon 
said. “So out of everything we 
paid in, claims only amounted 
to 51 percent of what we were 
paying which is actually pretty 
good.”
 She said she analyzed the cur-
rent plan. “And if the hospital 
continues to pay the same that 

they’re paying every month what 
that increase would look like for 
employees on the various plans 
[Gold Plan, Silver Plan and Health 
Savings Account] per month and 
per pay period,” she said. “Th en I 
put together if the hospital took 
on the increase, it would be a to-
tal increase of $2,070.99 a month 
for the hospital which annually is 
about $25,000.”
 A 50-50 split of the increase 
would be $1,035.08 [per em-
ployee] a month for the hospital, 
Willimon said.

(Continued on Page 6)

Muenster Hospital District Directors 

Take Oath, Board Votes to Absorb

Employee Insurance Rate Increase 

MUENSTER – Muenster ISD 
Board of Trustees approved, at its 
May 18 meeting, appointment 
of new board member Rusty 
Richardson, according to unof-
fi cial minutes released by MISD. 
Richardson is set to fi ll a Place 1 
vacancy left by the resignation of 
Darren Bindel.
 Th e board also issued certifi -
cates of election/appointment 
with Superintendent Steve Self 
congratulating Richardson and 
Candis Kubis for their continued 
service on the board who also 
sworn in.
 Board reorganization resulted 
in Craig Hartman chosen as 
board president, Jeff  Flusche as 

vice-president and Kim Walters-
cheid as board secretary.
 Th e board approved minutes 
of the April 20, 2022 regular 
monthly board meeting.
 Th ere were no audience com-
ments.
 In his technology report, tech-
nology director Jeff  Presnall said 
preparation, sorting, and charg-
ing for STAAR testing has oc-
cupied a majority of his depart-
ment’s time this last month. He 
said more than 500 tests were 
administered online via Chrome-
books since early April. 
 Technology budgeting for next 
year and near future, he said, in-
cludes new desktop computers 

for the administration building 
and fi ve additional units for back-
up purposes as current teacher/
staff  computers will be starting 
their sixth year of service. Th ree 
15-year-old network switches are 
set to be replaced as well. At least 
100 of the district’s eight-year old 
Chromebooks will be replaced, 
according to the minutes.
  Approximately one half of the 
district’s 65 wireless Access Points 
need to be replaced. Preparation 
of the six end-of-year banquets, 
ceremonies was underway. Th e 
annual subscription for the dis-
trict’s domain name for Google 
services (email, Google Class-
room, Google Docs, etc.) muen-

sterisd.org is due next month at a 
cost of $12 per year. 
 Th e website domain, muen-
sterisd.net, costs $40 per year. 
 Community/parent tech tip of 
the month includes four major 
takeaways for this year’s TCEA 
Convention: (1) Schools must 
continually prepare for Cyberat-
tacks and everyone in a school 
district can and must contrib-
ute. (2) Teachers cannot forget 
about their own “self-care” after 
the pandemic led to physical and 
technology burn out. (3) Col-
laboration continues to be a must 
for teachers, administration, and 
community members to help our

(Continued on Page 8)

MISD Board Swears in Members

Morton Museum Puts History Front and Cen-
ter - The Morton Museum of Cooke County is 
celebrating its mural, completed in 2021 by art-
ist Katie Brinkley, with displays featuring items 
related to the mural. The vignettes include 
Camp Howze, historic Cooke County homes, 
Gainesville Community Circus, oil and gas in-
dustry contributions, the Gold Star Memorial 
and other Cooke County events and institutions. 
The museum is open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tuesday 
through Friday.       (The Weekly News Photos)  
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Gainesville Fire-Rescue 
Celebrates Promotions, 
Awards Recipients
GAINESVILLE – Gaines-
ville Fire-Rescue made up 
for time lost to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic when 
it held its fi rst badge pin-
ning and awards ceremony 
in two years, Monday May 
23, at Station 3 on North 
Culberson Street.
 “We typically do our 
award ceremony in Febru-
ary from the previous year,” 
Gainesville Fire-Rescue 
Chief Wayne Twiner said. 
“But with COVID, we’ve 

kind of pushed it back. It 
just kept getting punted so 
here we are.”
 Twiner said the awards 
mean a lot to the mem-
bers who don’t do the job 
for praise and public acco-
lades.
  “Th ey are all so selfl ess 
and truly are dedicated 
to public service,” Twiner 
said. “It’s hard for me to 
put into words the kind of 
pride I feel each day when 
I get to come to work and 
work beside these guys. 
Th ey’re the best in the busi-
ness.”

 Top award winners in-
cluded the Lt. Doug An-
derle Outstanding Mem-
ber of the Year Award for 
2020 and 2021.  Anderle 
passed away Jan. 30, 2016 
following a vehicle crash. 
His wife, Brenda Anderle, 
was on hand to present the 
awards.
 Members of the fi re de-
partment cast votes for the 
Outstanding Member of 
the Year recipient and the 
award winner is not in-

formed until the day of the 
ceremony.
 “Th is award is a spe-
cial award,” Twiner said. 
“Lt. Doug Anderle was a 
19-year veteran with the 
Gainesville Fire Depart-
ment. He was a true pro-
fessional who was highly 
respected by his peers. His 
loyalty, leadership, dedica-
tion and knowledge were 
recognized throughout our 
department. He was a true 
leader who always carried a 
moral compass. Annually, 
the fi re department rec-
ognizes one member who 

emulates the same traits 
that Lt. Anderle portrayed. 
Th is member is voted on 
by his peers.”
 Th e Outstanding Fire 
Member of the Year for 
2020 was Lt. Paul Bacchus.
 He began his career with 
Gainesville Fire Depart-
ment in July 2014, Twiner 
said of Bacchus. He is ac-
tive with the department’s 
specialty rescue teams, is 
certifi ed as a swift water 
rescue technician and as 

a rope rescue technician. 
He is also a member of the 
department’s Texas Task 
Force I Team and holds 
various fi re fi ghter-related 
certifi cations and endorse-
ments.
 “He is one of the most 
highly respected members 
of our department and 
heavily relied on for his 
vast knowledge, compo-
sure, leadership and overall 
work ethic,” Twiner said.
 Next, Twiner named 
Lt. Tony Dresser 2021 Lt. 
Doug Anderle Outstand-
ing Member of the Year re-

cipient. In addition to his 
participation in multiple 
organizations and projects 
both in and out of the fi re 
department, Twiner said 
Dresser made a gorgeous, 
historically-signifi cant din-
ing table for the depart-
ment’s central fi re station 
and followed up the table 
prject by writing a thought-
ful story on the build.
 Joking that he was “un-
prepared” for the award 
Dresser unfolded his notes 
and addressed a large 
group including his peers 
who were assembled for 
the ceremony.
 “It’s hard to believe 
that I am awarded this in 
Doug’s name,” Dresser be-
gan. “I feel strongly that 
this should be awarded to 
somebody else but thank 
you guys for what you have 
chosen to do. I didn’t think 
I was going to get this but 
just in case I wrote a few 
words to seize the opportu-
nity for some other things. 
First, I want to say thank 
you to my family. Second, 
now I know why everyone 
gets emotional up here. 
Th is is pretty overwhelm-
ing.”
 He said shifting times 
have made things more dif-
fi cult for fi refi ghters. “Not 
only physically but more 
mentally we are burdened,” 
he said, adding trials and 
stressors may “bleed over 
into the home life.” 
 Members come in early 
for every 7 a.m. shift, he 
said. “You pass that cour-
tesy along to be there early 
to take a late call for your 
predecessor. And you do 
this off  the clock. Th is is 
what we do for each other. 
Th ese guys have been here 
for 24 hours. Th ey’re ready 
to go home.”
 Upon arrival, there are
(Continued on Page 12)

GFR Holds Badge Pinning, Award 
Ceremony - Members of Gainesville 
Fire-Rescue along with many of their 
friends and family gathered May 23 at 
Fire Station 3 for the 2020 and 2021 
badge pinning and award ceremony. 
Offi cials had to postpone the event for 
two years due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic.        (The Weekly News Photos)  



Melonie Franklin

Services
Th e funeral service for 

Melonie Joy Franklin, 61, of 
Gainesville, is scheduled for 
1:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 
4, 2022 at Commerce Street 
Church of Christ with Bro. 
Ken Olison offi  ciating.  In-
terment will follow at Fair-
view Cemetery.  Th e fam-
ily will receive friends from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 
June 3 at Geo. J. Carroll & 
Son Funeral Home.
History
 Mrs. Franklin was born 
October 24, 1960.  She 
passed away May 28, 2022 
in Gainesville.
Survivors
 Survivors include: hus-
band Harold D. Franklin 
of Gainesville; daughter 
Riannon Dougherty of 
Gainesville; son Zachary 
Garner and wife Bridget of 
Little Elm; daughter Trin-
ity Franklin of Gainesville; 
daughter-in-spirit Brittany 
Gates and husband Steven 
of Gainesville; many oth-
ers she viewed as children; 
grandchildren: David and 
Kiley Dougherty, and Eliza-

beth Garner; mother Ida 
Lou Haley of Gainesville; 
sister Brenda Sampson of 
Gainesville; sister Lou Ann 
Pope of Gainesville; sister 
Tina Crisp of Allen; sister 
Michelle Crisp of Gaines-
ville; sister Darla Wilson 
and husband Donny of 
Gainesville; sister-in-law 
Wanda Crisp of Gainesville; 
and many beloved sisters-in-
law, brothers-in-law, nieces 
and nephews.
 Mrs. Franklin was preced-
ed in death by: father Troy 
Crisp; brother Joseph Crisp; 
sister Terry Lynn Pierce; and 
aunt and uncle Rose and 
Frank Miller.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Kathleen Victoria 
Scivally

Services
 Kathleen Victoria Scivally 
(Kathye), a retiree from Tex-
as Health Resources, passed 
away unexpectedly in her 
home Monday, May 23rd, 
2022. She leaves us at the 
age of 77.
 Visitation will be held 

on Tuesday, May 31, 2022, 
from 10:00 am-1:00 pm 
at First United Method-
ist Church, 214 S. Denton 
Street, Gainesville, Texas. 
Funeral Service will begin at 
1:30 pm also at the Church. 
Interment to follow at 
Lakeview Cemetery, Mari-
etta, Oklahoma.
History

Kathye was born on May 
7th, 1945, in Zanesville, 
Ohio to Wendell Davis and 
Elizabeth (Manion) Da-
vis.  She moved to the Dal-
las area at an early age. Al-
though a long-time resident 
of the DFW Metroplex, she 
spent the last 15 years of her 
life in Gainesville. Kathye 
was a fi rm believer in our 
lord and savior Jesus Christ, 
and a member of the First 
United Methodist Church 
in Gainesville. She loved 
her dogs and family fi ercely. 
She identifi ed as an avid ca-
sino goer, lover of traveling, 
and had a vast taste for jew-
elry and fashion. A beloved 
Mother, Grandmother, and 
friend, Kathye had a “force 
to be reckoned with” per-
sonality and was greatly 
loved by all who knew her. 
She joins the love of her life 
and husband, Glen Scivally, 
who passed in December 
of 2012. She is survived by 
fi ve children (Selena Paige, 
Blake, Rick, Jay, and Ryan), 
nine Grandchildren (Daniel, 
Jessica, Zachary, April, Ever-
ett, Connor, Jacob, Lauren, 
Leah, Laina and Amanda), 
and four great grandchil-
dren. 
 Set your minds on things 
above, not earthly things.” 

Colossians 3:2
 Although she will be 
greatly missed, we are cele-
brating a beautiful life, lived 
by a wonderful woman. 
We fi nd comfort in know-
ing that Kathye is in heaven 
with our father, which is 
where she always wanted to 
be. 
 Condolences can be left 
on the Meador Funeral 
Home website, meadorfu-
neral.com.

Dr. Kent Lee Floerke

Services
 Dr. Kent Lee Floerke, 
86, of Gainesville, TX, 
passed away May 24, 2022 
in Gainesville. A memorial 
service is scheduled for 2:00 
p.m. on Saturday, May 28, 
2022, at the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
in Gainesville.  Mr. Floerke 
was laid to rest at Oak Grove 
Cemetery in Woodbine, 
TX.
History
 Kent was born January 
16, 1936 in Kansas City, 
KS.  He attended Rosedale 
High School in Kansas City 
where he graduated in 1954 
as valedictorian, served as 
class president, was 1st chair 
violinist and School Chap-
lin, and was an All-state ath-
lete in football, basketball, 
and track and fi eld.
 He then attended the 
University of Kansas where 
he graduated with honors 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
Sociology in 1958 and was 
a collegiate All-American 
in track & fi eld in both the 
long jump and triple jump 
events.
 A highlight of his athletic 
career includes the honor of 
representing the U.S. Track 
& Field team in the triple 
jump event in the 1964 To-
kyo Olympics.  It is note-
worthy that Kent’s beloved 
brother, William Floerke, 
later made the 1976 US 
Olympic Team in the javelin 
event, but did not compete 
since the US chose to boy-
cott the Olympics that year 
due to the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan.  Kent was 
honored years later and was 
inducted in the University 
of Kansas, Drake Relays, 
and Missouri Valley Halls of 
Fame.
 He later obtained master’s 
degrees in Counseling and 
student services as well as a 
master’s in school adminis-
tration and supervision from 
California State University 
in 1968.  He capped off  
his academic achievements 
with obtaining a doctorate 
degree from the University 
of Arkansas in educational 
administration in 1988 
with his dissertation involv-
ing the impact of stress on 
school principals.

 His other noteworthy life-
time achievements include 
his serving in the US Army 
with commendation and 
distinction.  He was a mem-
ber of Phi Beta Kappa and 
Phi Delta Kappa honorary 
societies.  He was also listed 
in “Who’s Who in the South 
and Southwest” and “Men 
of Distinction.”
 Th e majority of his active 
working years were spent in 
education settings, where 
he served in the various ca-
pacities, including as college 
professor, college dean, HS 
principal, school counselor, 
and in his later years as a 
licensed professional coun-
selor within the TX MHMR 
system.
 Kent was a devoted mem-
ber of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
and served in many diff erent 
positions during his mem-
bership, including serving as 
First Counselor, High Priest, 
and as a priesthood teacher.
 He was a loving and de-
voted husband, married to 
his wife Sandra for over 63 
years and doted on his chil-
dren and many grandchil-
dren.  His hobbies included 
a lifelong love of new learn-
ing, reading, gardening, 
stamp and coin collecting.
Survivors
 Survivors include: wife, 
Sandra Joe Floerke of 
Gainesville; daughter, Kend-
ra Neeve Mañon of Gaines-
ville; daughter, Dana Marie 
Phillips and husband of 
Lawton, OK; son, Michael 
Albert Floerke and wife, 
Carla of North Richland 
Hills, TX; daughter, Kristine 
Noel Clinton and husband, 
Gary Jr. of Gainesville; 
daughter, Karen Call and 
husband, Tracey of Gaines-
ville; 19 grandchildren; 12 
great-grandchildren; daugh-
ter-in-law, Cynda Kennion 
of Gainesville; sister, Shiela 
Cox of Kansas City, KS; and 
sister-in-law, Nancy Floerke 
of Lenexa, KS.
 Dr. Floerke was preceded 
in death by: parents, Albert 
William and Agnes Sophie 
(Schierle) Floerke; son, 
Mark Clive Floerke; son, 
Matthew Oliver Floerke; 
brother, Bill Floerke; broth-
er, Clive Floerke; sister, 
Shloe Flanagan; sister, Sharil 
Chosewood; and brother-
in-law, Allen Cox.
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Jay Russell Roberts

Services
Jay Russell Roberts of 

Gainesville, TX passed away 
on May 21, 2022, at the age 
of 65. Visitation will be held 
from 6:00pm-8:00pm on 
Friday, June 3, at Meador 
Funeral Home, 1204 E. 

California Street, Gaines-
ville, Texas.  A funeral ser-
vice will be held at 10:00am 
on Saturday, June 4, at First 
Baptist Church, 308 E. 
Broadway, Gainesville, Tex-
as.
History
 He was born in Gainesville 
on November 21, 1956, to 
J.R. and Alma Nadyne Rob-
erts. As the son of a farmer 
and a teacher, Jay came by 
his profession naturally. He 
graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science in Agriculture from 
East Texas State University in 
1979 and a Master of Science 
in Agricultural Education in 
1984. He went on to teach at 
Nocona ISD and then S&S 
Consolidated ISD, where he 
later transitioned into the 
role of principal. Jay mar-
ried Laura Yeargan Roberts 
on December 20, 1986, and 
the couple raised two daugh-
ters together. Jay dedicated 
over 30 years of his life to 
his students and received nu-
merous honors over the years 
from many organizations, 
including the Texas FFA and 
the Vocational Agriculture 
Teachers Association. He re-
tired from education in 2012 
and once again devoted his 
time to his passion of farm-
ing and spending time with 
his family.
Survivors
 He is survived by wife, 
Laura Yeargan Roberts; 
daughter Martha (Eric) Er-
landson; daughter Rebecca 
Roberts; sister Jayne Gayle 
(Robert) Jennings; grand-
sons Reid, Damon, and 
Weston Erlandson; niece 
Sara Jennings; and a multi-
tude of cousins, aunts, un-
cles, and other family mem-
bers whom he loved deeply. 
Jay is preceded in death by 
his parents, J.R. and Nadyne 
Roberts.
 Jay valued and enjoyed 
his family, his heritage, the 
land, education, and farm-
ing. He loved taking his 
grandsons on “gator rides” 
so they could help tend his 
gardens. He was a wonder-
ful husband, father, brother, 
Papaw, and friend, and will 
be greatly missed here on 
Earth. We look forward to 
the day when we are reunit-
ed once more.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, dona-
tions can be made to First 
Baptist Church of Gaines-
ville, or the Jay Roberts Me-
morial Fund designated for 
future scholarships currently 
set up at First State Bank.

Emma Lou
(Beavers) Brady

Services
 Emma Lou (Beavers) 
Brady, age 80, formerly of 
Gainesville, passed away

(Continued on Page 7)
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Patrick J. Buchanan

Are All Men Created Equal?

By Patrick J. Buchanan

Ideology is political reli-
gion, said the conservative 
sage Russell Kirk.
 And what is the defi n-
ing dogma of the political 
religion, or ideology, of 
America in 2022? 
 Is it not that, “All men 
are created equal”?
 Yet, as with every re-
ligion, a basic question 
needs fi rst to be asked and 
answered about this defi n-
ing dogma of liberal ideol-
ogy.
 Is it true? Are all men 
truly created equal? Are 
all races and ethnic groups 
equal? Are men and wom-
en equal? Are all religions 
equal? Or do we simply 
agree to accept that as true 
-- and treat them all equal-
ly? 
 All Americans, we agree, 
have the same God-given 
rights to “life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness,” 
the same constitutional 
rights in the Bill of Rights, 
and the same civil rights, 
enshrined in federal law. 
 But where is the historic, 
scientifi c or empirical proof 
of the defi ning dogma of 
American democracy that 
“all men are created equal”?

 Th omas Jeff erson, the 
statesman who immortal-
ized the words, did not be-
lieve in equality, let alone 
equity. How he lived his 
life testifi es to this disbe-
lief.
 When he wrote the Dec-
laration of Independence 
that contained the famous 
words, Jeff erson was a slave 
owner. In that document, 
he speaks of the British as 
“brethren” connected to 
us by “ties of our common 
kindred,” ties of blood. 
 But not all of those fi ght-
ing against us were the 
equals of the British. 
 Th ere were, Jeff erson 
wrote, those “merciless In-
dian Savages, whose known 
rule of warfare, is an undis-
tinguished destruction of 
all ages, sexes and condi-
tions.” 
 In an 1815 letter to John 
Adams, Jeff erson celebrat-
ed “a natural aristocracy 
among men. Th e grounds 
of this are virtue and tal-
ents ... Th e natural aristoc-
racy I consider as the most 
precious gift of nature for 
the instruction, the trusts, 
and government of soci-
ety.”
 Jeff erson was an aristo-
crat, not a democrat.
 Abraham Lincoln op-
posed slavery but did not 
believe in racial or social 
equality. Th ough he cited 
Jeff erson’s “all men are cre-
ated equal” at Gettysburg, 
he had conceded in an 
1858 debate with Stephen 
Douglas that, “We cannot, 
then, make them equals,” 
adding that the white race 
in America should retain 
the superior position. 
 With the Brown v. Board 

of Education decision de-
segregating public schools 
in 1954, and the civil 
rights acts of 1964, 1965 
and 1968, a national eff ort 
was undertaken to bring 
about the social and politi-
cal equality that Jeff erson’s 
words of 1776 seemed to 
promise but failed to de-
liver. 
 At Howard University 
in 1965, Lyndon Johnson 
took the next step, de-
claring: “Freedom is not 
enough ... We seek ... not 
just equality as a right and 
a theory but equality as a 
fact and equality as a re-
sult.” 
 Yet, over half a century 
after the civil rights revolu-
tion, incomes and wealth 
are not equal. Nor is there 
equal representation in 
professions like law, medi-
cine and higher education. 
 President Joe Biden’s 
people have pledged to 
Black America that they 
will mandate and deliver 
that equality of results. If 
equity does not now exist, 
the Biden administration 
will impose it.
 And why not? 
 If all men (and women) 
are created equal, the most 
reasonable explanation 
for a consistent inequal-
ity of riches and rewards 
between men and women, 
and black and white, is that 
the game has been rigged. 
An inequality of riches and 
rewards exists because “sys-
tematic racism” coexists in 
American society alongside 
“white privilege.”
 Th e remedy is also clear. 
As Ibram X. Kendi, author 
of “How to Be an Antira-
cist,” told Th e New York 

Times’ Ezra Klein: “Racist 
policies are defi ned as any 
policy that leads to racial 
inequity ... intent of the 
policymaker doesn’t mat-
ter. It’s all about the funda-
mental outcome.”
 Th us, a policy that en-
sures an equal place at the 
starting line but consis-
tently fails to deliver an 
equal place at the fi nish 
line is, de facto, racist. 
 If Asian and black kids 
start kindergarten in the 
same class, and Asian kids 
in 12th grade are studying 
calculus while most black 
kids are still trying to mas-
ter algebra, racism alone, 
by Kendi’s rule, can explain 
such a regular result.
 Th e solution to persis-
tent inequality? 
 Mandate equity; man-
date equality of results; 

mandate equal rewards for 
black and white. Compel 
the government to produce 
policies that deliver an 
equality of results. 
 But what if inequalities 
have another explanation? 
 What if Asian Americans 
are naturally superior in 
mathematics? 
 What if an inequity of 
rewards in society is pre-
dominantly a result of an 
inequality of talents and 
abilities? 
 What if it is more true to 
say that, based on human 
experience, no two men 
were ever created equal, 
than to say all men are cre-
ated equal? 
 As Kirk said, ideology is 
political religion. 
 What we witness today is 
the refusal of true believers 
in egalitarian ideology to 

accept that their core doc-
trine may not only not be 
true, but may be demon-
strably false. 
 What we are witnessing 
in America is how true be-
lievers behave when they 
realize the church at which 
they worship has been 
erected on a bright shining 
lie and reality must inevita-
bly bring it crashing down.
 Patrick J. Buchanan is 
the author of “Nixon’s 
White House Wars: Th e 
Battles Th at Made and 
Broke a President and Di-
vided America Forever.” 
To fi nd out more about 
Patrick Buchanan and read 
features by other Creators 
writers and cartoonists, 
visit the Creators website 
at www.creators.com.
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To the Editor, 

 IS freedom to free?
 Rising mob violence, 
criminals getting just a 
slap on the wrist, lawless-
ness ever where! Where 
does it end? Th e mistake 
in the constitution that all 
men are created equal has 
brought much destruction 
if all men are created equal 
then that implies all men 
are of one mind all are of 
one thinking if that is so 
then America would be a 
better place to be cause all 
would be of one mind to 
do Good or do bad but it 
seems to be tending toward 
bad, the words after all are 
created equal to have life, 
liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness! Life to live in 
peace and live to breathe 
but does all get to live? 
Does all get to have lib-
erty? Does all get to be in 
pursuit of happiness? Let’s 
take a good look, life, the 
graveyard is full of people 
that did not get to have 
life, rape victims that are 
raped and killed, taken 
hostage and abused, mur-
der victims that got there 
life taken away just for be-
ing in the wrong place at 
the wrong time all the oth-
er crimes that have cursed 

mankind though out his 
her existence because of 
panty liberal judges that go 
soft on the criminals does 
not sound like life in lib-
erty for the pursuit of hap-
piness to me!! Liberty, the 
freedom to go and move 
about, to speak through 
a republican form of gov-
ernment one’s opinions 
to warn of dangers to the 
good of society, to walk 
the streets without fear, to 
move about without fear 
of being raped, mugged, 
robbed, beaten, etc! Th e 
pursuit of happiness, to 
pursue one must have life 
and liberty to pursue hap-
piness to be free from fear, 
the brain can be compared 
a lot of things in this narra-
tive we will use a tape play-
er the brain can record and 
play back things it picks up 
and can play back things 
it records, therefore in the 
case of rape, crime victims, 
etc playback of very bad 
experience’s can and does 
interfere with the pursuit 
of happiness of course 
there are those that can 
bounce back and do good 
for themselves but what of 
those that can’t the major-
ity it seems, the ones that 
end there life’s, the one’s 
that drink and drug to try 
to forget that ends up de-
stroying there health and/
or the one’s that use food, 
are anything else to try and 
forget what they have been 
through , the one’s that 
wonder through life till 
there halfway through life 
in the pursuit of happiness! 
All mankind at fi rst is en-
titled to life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness until 
the person proves that he is 
not, but are all men created 

equal? Some where kings 
but where all kings? Some 
are trash men but where 
all trash men? Seems the 
term all are created equal 
does not apply here but in 
the terms of all are created 
equal to have life, liberty 
and the pursuit of happi-
ness does apply here!! 

Darren Th omas
Gainesville

To the Editor, 

 Uvalde Texas Th e hor-
rible shooting in Uvalde 
Tx was the results of the 
failure of our mental 
health services (they are 
virtually non-existence). 
Th ere are no gun regula-
tions that can absolutely 
prevent such an act. If one 
is willing to commit such 
a deplorable act, they will 
not be deterred by laws and 
regulations. Th ey will ob-
tain their tools of death by 
any means without regard 
to laws 
 I can recall when there 
were mental health hospi-
tals that housed and treat-
ed men and women with 
mental health issues, as 
the Uvalde Texas shooter. 
For unknown reasons to 
me, (likely economies) the 
mental health hospitals for 
low and middle class citi-
zens are absent. A patient 
similar to the Uvalde, Texas 
shooter will only be prop-
erly housed and treated 
if they have pockets deep 
enough to pay thousands 
of dollars per month for 
mental health treatment. 
 What this country needs 

is an eff ective mental health 
system that not only treats 
the economically elite, but 
all citizens in need. Not 
only will the mental health 
patent be served, but soci-
ety will benefi t, and per-
haps prevent a horrible 
act, as that perpetrated in 
Uvalde, Texas.
 Disarming law abiding 
citizens and establishing 
road blocks with gun laws 
targeted for middle class 
citizens will have no eff ect 
on events such as that in 
Uvalde Texas. Th e second 
amendment of the US 
Constitution was crafted 
and implemented to pro-
tect honorable citizens 
from power hungry and 
deplorable politicians.
 Th ose with this intent, 
no doubt desire disarmed 
citizens, just as a school 
shooter focuses their target 
on a “No Gun Zone”, for 
its lack of a defense poten-
tial. Th ose calling to abol-
ish my right to keep and 
bear arms, no doubt have 
alternative motives for my 
and their future. I refuse to 
be defenseless and depen-
dent on others for my and 
my family’s defense and se-
curity.
 If those advocating for 
additional gun regulations 
were successful, middle 
class citizens would be 
totally defenseless and 
dependent, like the ille-
gal immigrants crossing 
the southern border. Th is 
seems to be the long tern 
goal of the gun regulation 
advocates.
 For those who truly want 
to bring about a resolution 
to the Uvalde Texas shoot-
ing, they should focus on 
making mental health ac-

cessible and aff ordable. 
With emphasis on screen-
ing for those potential 
mental health patients, 
such as the Uvalde Texas 
shooter. If one was able to 
remove all long guns and 
hand guns, a deranged in-
dividual would fi nd anoth-
er means to perpetrate their 
act (blades, fi re, bombs 
etc). Laws, regulations and 
road blocks will not deter 
a deranged individual from 
their goal of death and de-
struction. 
 Th e shooter commit-
ted the act, not the gun. If 

you remove one tool from 
the deranged individual 
they will revert to another 
equally deadly tool. Focus 
on the deranged individ-
ual not the compliant law 
abiding citizen.
 “Th e Root Cause “ of 
events such as occurred in 
Uvalde Texas is the lack of 
accessible mental health. 
Not the lack of gun laws 
and regulations. 
 Th ank You

Dean Flanagan
Pharm D, MBA, RPh
Gainesville

Letters to the Editor...

Opinions
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COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following incidents were re-
ported to the Cooke Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s Offi  ce.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than one gram at High-
way 82 and North Weaver 
Street.
 Offi  cers investigated an 
incident of possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than 400 grams at FM 922 
and FM 2071.
 Lisa Marie Hoedebeck re-
ported theft of property less 
than $2,500 in the 3400 
block of FM 2071.
 Kevin Paul Webber re-
ported theft of property less 
than $30,000 in the 2100 
block of County Road 237.
 
Arrest Log
 Ross Weldon Phillips II, 
25, unlawful possession of a 
fi rearm by a felon.
 James Long, 28, public 
intoxication.
 Kolby Rashaun Watts, 22, 

evading arrest detention, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 400 
grams, possession of mari-
juana less the two ounces.
 Shanna Deann Rich, 33, 
motion to adjudicate – en-
gaging in organized crimi-
nal activity, failure to iden-
tify fugitive intent to give 
false information.
 Innocente George Fer-
nandez, 45, possession of 
a controlled substance less 
than 400 grams.
 Nelli Inez Cox, 32, pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia.
 Larry Ray Th ompson, 30, 
no driver license when unli-
censed, disregard stop sign, 
failure to appear.
 Shantya Donita Berry, 36, 
assault causes bodily injury 
warrant.
 Timothy Richard Weyan-
dt, 46, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
28 grams warrant.
 Michael Hale Mahoney, 
50, failure to maintain fi -

nancial responsibility, fail-
ure to appear.
 Harley James Baldwin, 
30, unlawful carrying weap-
on, possession of a con-
trolled substance less than 
one gram drug free zone if 
at trial.
 Carville Waverly Harri-
son, 29, unsafe speed.

Alan Royce Ernest, 35, 
theft of service less than 
$30,000.
 Michael Dale Campbell 
Jr., 27, burglary of a habita-
tion, possession of a fi rearm 
by a prohibited person.
 Stewart Anthony Slinker, 
37, possession of drug para-
phernalia.

Cooke County Sheriff  
Logs Incident Reports

Commercial & Residential

E-mail: bwinters@gvilleglassco.com

FREE MOBILE SERVICE
• Insurance Claims
• Lifetime Workmanship Guarantee
• Truck & Heavy Equipment
• All Makes and Models
• Rock Chip Repair
• Fully Insured

Shower & Tub Enclosures • Mirrors
Doors • Storefronts • Home Window 
Repair • Courteous Service • Fully 

Insured • Serving Cooke County and 
Surrounding Areas

Marriage License

Requests Received
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following applications for 
marriage were received by 
the Cooke County Clerk’s 
Offi  ce.
 Matthew Patrick Ryan, 
24, Nocona and Kylah 
Jayde Leverett, 24, Noco-
na.
 Angel Francisco Mejia 
Rodriguez, 42, Collinsville 
and Leticia Marie Zamora, 

42, Collinsville.
 Jeremy Lee King, 41, 
Gainesville and Crystal 
Dawn Morren, 33, Gaines-
ville.
 Ramiro Saenz Cruz, 27, 
Gainesville and Natalia Ri-
vera, 22, Gainesville.
 Michael Lynn Phillips, 
58, Wichita, Kan. And 
Marcella Lynn Sorell, 55, 
Wichita.
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Gainesville Police 
Receive Reports
GAINESVILLE – 
Gainesville Police Depart-
ment received the follow-
ing incident reports.
 Damian Jason Krahl re-
ported theft of property 
less than $2,500 in the 
4300 block of I-35.
 Offi  cers investigated a 
report of theft of prop-
erty less than $750 in the 
1200 block of I-35.
 Offi  cers investigated a 
hit and run incident less 
than $200 in the 900 
block of East Highway 
82.
 Kandace Rachelle Ab-

ercombe and Sarah Sheri-
dan Fox reported a sus-
pect or suspects removed 
items without permission 
from a vehicle in the 300 
block of Quail Run.
 Angela Dawn Wood 
reported burglary of a ve-
hicle in the 1100 block of 
Buck Street.
 Comfort Inn & Suites 
reported criminal tres-
pass in the 1700 block of 
North I-35.
 Walmart Supercenter 
reported a male subject 
stole two car seats valued 
at less than $750.

 Circuit Breaker Sales 
Inc. reported subjects 
stole copper out of old 
circuit breakers in the 
1300 block of Columbine 
Drive.
 Offi  cers issued a cita-
tion for possession of 
drug paraphernalia in the 
1300 block of North I-35.

Arrest Log
 Mark D. Robison, 43, 
two misdemeanor war-
rants.
 Bryan M. Cedillo, 17, 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than one 

gram.
 Richard L. Wilford, 52, 
theft of less than $2,500 
in property at Home De-
pot in the 800 block of 
East Highway 82.
 Amari J. Melton, 20, 
possession of marijuana 
less than two ounces.
 Jennifer D. Ing, 42, 
was arrested on three out-
standing warrants.
 Bethany M. Welch, 24, 
was arrested for criminal 
trespass at the At the Tree-
house store in the 1300 
block of North Grand Av-
enue.

COOKE COUNTY – 
Th e following sentences 
were issued for felony in-
dictments and fi led in the 
235th District Court.
 Don Austin Rohrer, 69, 
was sentenced to two years’ 
probation deferred, a $500 
fi ne and court costs in con-
nection with the lesser in-
cluded Dec. 19, 2018 third 
degree felony off ense of 
terroristic threat causing 
fear of imminent serious 
bodily injury.
 Shawna Deann Henry, 
47, was convicted of the 
Aug. 29, 2019 second de-
gree felony off ense of pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance less than four grams 
and was sentenced to 12 
years confi nement in a state 
jail facility plus restitution 
and court costs. Henry was 
also convicted of the Sept. 
20, 2021 fi rst degree felony 
off ense of possession of a 

controlled substance with 
intent to deliver more than 
200 grams and was sen-
tenced to 12 years confi ne-
ment in a state jail facility 
plus restitution and court 
costs.
 Kayla Lynn Crenshaw, 
34, was convicted of the 
Aug. 24, 2020 second 
degree felony off ense of 
possession of a controlled 
substance less than 200 
grams and was sentenced 
to two years confi nement 
in a state jail facility plus 
restitution and court 
costs.
 Briana Nicole Boyles, 
32, was sentenced to two 
years’ probation deferred, 
a $500 fi ne and court costs 
in connection with the 
Sept. 20, 2021 third degree 
felony lesser included of-
fense of assault cases bodily 
injury-family member.
 Stephen Lewis Hall, 35, 

was convicted of the Oct. 
22, 2021 third degree fel-
ony off ense of assault fami-
ly/household member with 
previous conviction if at 
trial and was sentenced to 
three years confi nement in 
a state jail facility and court 
costs.
 Eric Charles Linden, 62, 
was sentenced to ten years’ 
probation deferred, a $10 
and court costs in con-
nection with the Oct. 14, 
2021 second degree felony 
off ense of possession of 
marijuana less than 2,000 
pounds.
 Keith Henry Yost, 27, 
was convicted of the Sept. 
17, 2021 second degree 
felony off ense of posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance less than 200 grams 
and was sentenced to 10 
years confi nement in a 
state jail facility and court 
costs.

Sentences Issued for 

Felony Indictments

311 E. California St.
Gainesville, TX
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 “I don’t have a problem 
with absorbing the cost,” 
Weinzapfel said. “Every-
thing’s gone up.”
 Th e board also voted to 
approve minutes of the 
April 2022 meeting.
 Willimon presented a 
statistics report for April 
adding next month’s meet-
ing will include fi nancial 
reports for both April and 
May.
 “April was a lot slower of 
a month and revenue was 
down quite a bit,” Willi-
mon said. 
 Acute admissions were 
at three compared to nine 
in March, she said. Acute 
census days were 16 in 
April with 23 in March. 
April had 158 swing bed 

days compared to 204 for 
March. Average daily cen-
sus was 5.27. Total patient 
days were 176 compared to 
227 in March.
 Th e rural health clinic 
had 447 visits in April 
compared to 460 in March. 
Th erapy visits were at 654 
in April compared to 743 
in March.
 “We did have 33 in car-
diac rehab so that did see 
an increase [in April],” 
Willimon said. March car-
diac rehab was seven.
 Th e hospital has 84 ER 
visits in April compared 
to 92 in March. Radiology 
performed 150 procedures 
in April compared to 270 
in March. Th e increase in 
March radiology visits can 
be traced to one of the 
Rednecks with Paychecks 

events held in Muenster in 
March, Willimon said.
 Pharmacy prescription 
totals were 2,408 in April 
compared to 2,544 in 
March.
 Th e board also approved 
physician credentialing for 
Charles Poteet, M.D; El-
len Walthall, M.D; Me-
lissa Trubenbach, Nurse 
Practioner; Winslett Cox, 
M.D. Radiology and Rob-
ert Lieberman, M.D. Radi-
ology.
 Updates included a re-
port on completion of a 
fl ooring project. Th e board 
also reviewed the history 
and progress on the HVAC 
project which is to be paid 
for with federal provider 
relief funding.
  “We have the same 
HVAC system in the hos-

pital that was originally 
built [in the 1960s],” Wil-
limon said. 
 Several years ago, the 
hospital had to rent a chill-
er for the system because 
the old chiller become in-
operable.
 Th e cost of the project 
is expected to be $1.5 mil-
lion to replace “everything” 
Willimon said. “Part of 
that is also installing this 
technology that cleans the 
air, scrubs the air and kills 
the viruses in the air. 
 Th e project is expected 
to be completed in approx-
imately 18 months.
 In other information 
items, Willimon said the 
Bright Scholarships were 
awarded to Andrew Flam-
ing and Landry Richard-
son. Both plan to pursue 
educations leadings to 
medical careers. 
 Th e Muenster Hospi-
tal Healthcare Founda-
tion will be the recipient 
of funds from the PenTex 
Energy golf tournament 
planned for October.
 Future meetings are set 
for June 29, July 27 and 
August 31.

Muenster Hospital District Directors 

Take Oath, Board Votes to Absorb

Employee Insurance Rate Increase 
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Hot Texas Summer?
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Saturday, May 28, 2022. A 
remembrance visitation will 
be held at Meador Funeral 
Home, 1204 E. California 
St., Gainesville, Tx.  on 
Wednesday, June 1st from 
6-8 PM.  A memorial service 
will be held on June 2nd, 
10:30 AM at Cooke Coun-
ty Cowboy Church, 8207 
US-82, Gainesville, Tx. 
 Honorary pallbearers are 
Kevin Harrison, Greg Le-
schber, Trey White, Travis 
White, Hunter McCage, 
and Tell Harrison.
History 
 Lou was born in Oke-
mah, Oklahoma on August 
3rd, 1941, to parents, Bill 
and Emma Beavers.  She al-
ways said that even though 
she was born in Oklahoma 
she got to Texas as fast as she 
could.  
 Lou lived in Gainesville 
most of her life.  She at-
tended Gainesville High 

School and worked at Lin-
da Jo Shoe Factory, Tom 
Th umb, and the Refi nery 
Road Nursing Home.  Later 
in life, Lou met the man 
of her dreams, James “Jim” 
Brady.  Th ey were married 
and she moved with Jim to 
Dennison.  Th ey loved to 
play bingo and paint.  Th ey 
hosted many painting clin-
ics in their studio.  Jim even 
used bingo winnings to pur-
chase a new pick-up Lou af-
fectionately called “Bingo.”
 Lou loved to host what 
was known as “Casa de Lou 
on Th e Border” where her 
family and extended family 
would visit for days.  Fam-
ily members would literally 
be sleeping in every room, 
on the fl oor, in the paint 
studio, and even in the ga-
rage.  Her kid’s Olympics 
were a huge hit with all the 
kids.  Th e kids would play 
various games and perform 
skits to entertain the adults.  
One of these skits saw the 

emergence of the now fa-
mous “Travelina!”  Most of 
the Casa activities centered 
around her pool that Jim 
graciously bought Lou with 
his bingo winnings.  Adults 
and kids alike spent hours 
in the pool creating memo-
ries that will last a lifetime 
(Everyone loved when a 
train came by at Casa, as it 
signifi ed that it was time for 
jell-o shots). 
Survivors
 Lou was preceded in 
death by her parents; her 
sister and brother-in-law, 
Claudetta and Joe Harrison; 
and her husband, Jim Brady.  
She is survived by her son 
and daughter-in-law, Roger 
and Diane White; sons, 
D.D. and Josh Skaggs; bo-
nus daughter and husband, 
Tammie and Marlin Gilm-
er; niece and best friend, 
Kelli Harrison; nephew, 
Kevin Harrison; grand-
children, Greg Leschber; 
Leslie Sayre; Sarah Godby; 
Trey and Travis White; and 
Jaycee McCage; nine great-
grandchildren and several 
nieces and nephews. Lou 
had several extended fam-
ily members that she pretty 
much adopted into her fam-
ily.  You were all special to 
her in so many ways.  You 
know who you are.  

Anthony Benson

Services
February 10, 1938 – May 

27, 2022: As the cliché goes, 
look not at the dash between 
birth and death, but refl ect 
upon the life lived in those 
84 years.  Tony Benson was 
a man who wore many hats 
in his lifetime; from Viet 
Nam-era veteran to gentle-
man farmer in North Texas.
 A graveside service is 
scheduled for 10:00 a.m. 
on Monday, May 30, 2022, 
at New Hope Cemetery 
in Mountain Springs with 
Rev. Hollis Parsons offi  ciat-
ing.  Th e family will receive 
friends at 9:30 a.m. at the 
cemetery prior to the ser-
vice.  Mr. Benson will lie 
in repose at Geo. J. Car-
roll & Son Funeral Home 
in Gainesville from 12:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Sun-
day, May 29.  Honorary 
Pallbearers are: Pat Smith, 
Jim Beaty, Dick Scoggins, 
Bruce Benson, and John 
Benson.
History
 Tony Benson was born in 

Shamrock, Texas to Hen-
ry and Cora Greer Ben-
son.  He married Jeannette 
Smith in 1957.  Tony went 
into the Air Force as a Sec-
ond Lieutenant and left as a 
Captain after 5 years of ser-
vice.  From there he started 
a 30-year career as a pilot 
for United Airlines.  In the 
mid-70s, he relocated his 
family to Pilot Point, Texas 
from California.
 When he wasn’t tend-
ing to his red Angus cattle 
on his farm in Mountain 
Springs, he could be found 
going in circles on his 
sailboat at Lake Texoma. 
However, he gave up sail-
ing due to one little inci-
dent that made his family 
swear “never again!”  If he 
had a choice, he would 
have spent more time out 
on his tractor in his hay-
fi eld. But Parkinson’s Dis-
ease had other plans and 
he played the cards he was 
dealt.  Tony never met a 
stranger and was the fi rst 
one to be called upon in 
times of need and help. He 
was loved my many, from 
all walks of life.
 Tony kept every car he 
ever owned, including a 
vintage Karmann Ghia that 
he could have sold many 
times. Some of the cars and 
trucks ran and some didn’t.  
He would loan out a vehicle 
on rare occasions, even fi ll-
ing the gas tank for the user.  
When there was no more 
room in his driveway for 
his wife and sons to park 
their vehicles, under threats 
and duress he reluctantly 
moved them to the farm.  
Tony was also an avid col-
lector. It didn’t matter what 
it was, so long as he could 
buy in bulk! At one time 
he had over 20 swivel rock-
ers…  When his garage and 
house could hold no more, 
he started renting storage 
units.  No doubt that his 
children will think of him 
fondly as they sort through 
the storage units for at least 
the next two years!
 Tony was preceded in 
death by his father Henry 
Benson, his mother Cora 
Greer Barnes, his step-fa-
ther Lloyd Barnes, and an 
infant daughter Debra Jody 
Benson.
Survivors
 He is survived by his wife 
Jeannette Benson of Moun-
tain Springs, daughter Xan 
Norris and husband Kevin 
of Sanger, son Danny Ben-
son of Montague, and son 
Beau Benson of Early.  Sur-
vivors also include, four 
grandchildren: Zan Marie 

Baesmann and husband 
Justin, Tanner Benson, 
Taylor Benson and Jordan 
Benson, fi ve great-grand-
children: Rylee Marie and 
Brock Baesmann, Grace 
and Hudson Benson, and 
Penelope Benson, broth-
ers: John Benson and wife 
Peggy of Fredericksburg, 
and Bruce Benson and wife 
Michelle of Kerrville, and 
brother-in-law Pat Smith 
and wife Deb of Dawn.
Donations
 In lieu of fl owers, me-
morial contributions may 
be made to My Brother’s 
House, 15336 W US Hwy 
82, Muenster, TX 76252.  
 You may sign the online 
register at www.geojcarroll.
com.

Charles Dewey Knight

Services
 Charles Dewey Knight, 
62, of Whitesboro, Texas 
was called to his eternal 
home on Th ursday, May 
26, 2022 at his home in 
Whitesboro.
 Funeral service honor-
ing Charlie will be held on 
Tuesday, May 31, 2022 at 
11:00 AM at Meador Fu-
neral Home of Whitesboro, 
offi  ciated by Rev. Joe Pat-
terson.  Interment will fol-
low at Dixie Cemetery in 
Whitesboro.  A time of visi-
tation for family and friends 
will be held one hour prior 
to the service time on Tues-
day at the funeral home.
History
 Charlie was born on June 
5, 1959 in Gainesville, Tex-
as to Charles “Rat” Wayford 
and Patsy June (Welling-
ton) Knight.  He was owner 
and operator of his own 
company doing hot shot 
hauling.  On July 25, 2020 
he married his long-time 
love, Margenia Harwell at 
their home in Whitesboro.  
He was a Christian man of 
the Baptist faith.  Charlie 
enjoyed hot rods, music, 
fi shing and making people 
laugh.  He loved his family 
tremendously, especially the 
grandchildren.
Survivors
 He is survived by his 
wife, Margenia Knight of 
Whitesboro; son, Jason 
Knight and wife, Brittany of 
Whitesboro; bonus daugh-
ters, Jackie, and J.J. Hollo-
way; grandchildren, Jacob, 
Joshua, and Justin Knight, 
Hannah, Lindsey, Kylie and 
Ryan; mother, Patsy Knight; 

brother, Darrell Knight and 
wife, Margaret of Whites-
boro; brother, Dale Knight 
of Whitesboro; as well as 
numerous nieces and neph-
ews.
 Charlie was preceded in 
death by his father, Charles 
“Rat” Knight and son, Rob-
ert Charles Knight.
 To sign the online reg-
istry, please go to www.
meadorfuneral.com.

Eyvone Hastings

Services
 Margie Eyvone Hastings, 
83, of Gainesville, TX was 
called to her heavenly home 
on Wednesday, May 25, 
2022. Funeral services hon-
oring Eyvone will be held 
at 11:00 AM on Saturday, 
May 28, 2022 at Meador 
Funeral Home of Whites-
boro, offi  ciated by Rev. 
Jerry Davis and Rev. Trent 
Hodgkinson.  Interment 
will follow at Collinsville 
Cemetery.  A time of visita-
tion for family and friends 
will be held at 10:00 AM 
on Saturday at the funeral 
home.
History
 Eyvone was born on May 
3, 1939 in Littlefi eld, TX 
to Calvin and Lillie Mae 
(Weed) Calvert.  She was 
a graduate of Gainesville 
High School, a member 
of First Baptist Church of 
Collinsville and a member 
of the Woodbine Ladies 
Volunteer Fire Department.  
Eyvone enjoyed reading, 
crocheting, watching TV, 
especially game shows and 
old westerns, she loved 
working in her gardens and 
tending her fl owers.
Survivors
 She is survived by her 
son, William Benton Hodg-
kinson Jr. of Gainesville; 
son, Paul Hodgkinson and 
wife, Scarlett of Gainesville; 
daughter, Leann Peyrot and 
husband, Robby of Th ack-
erville; brothers, Dwyan 
Calvert and wife, Vera; and 
Gordon Lee Calvert, both 
of Lufkin; eight grandchil-
dren, Trent, Jason, Kadie, 
Amanda, Newly, Becky, 
Lisa and Larry, fourteen 
great-grandchildren, and 
three great-great-grandchil-
dren, as well as numerous 
nieces and nephews.
 Eyvone was preceded in 
death by her parents, Cal-
vin and Lillie Calvert.
 To sign the online reg-
istry, please go to www.
meadorfuneral.com.

Obituaries

235th District Court 
Cases Filed, Decided
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
following cases were fi led 
and decided in the 235th 
District Court.

Cases Filed
 Hunter Nicole Bradley 
vs. Jason Bradley, divorce.
 Angelica Torres Morales 
vs. Rolando Ramirez Her-
rera, divorce.
 Jeremy Lawrence Hatle 
vs. Robin Jeanne Hatle, di-
vorce.
 Maria Luisa Rodriguez 

vs. Jamie Rodriguez Flores, 
divorce.
 
Cases Decided
 Cooke County, et al vs. 
Brad Shawn Wolf and Sa-
brina Wolf, et al, default 
judgments, tax cases.
 Howard Scott Neeb vs. 
Kimberly Marie Neeb, 
agreed judgments, divorce.
 Rita Rodriguez vs. Jesus 
Homero Lozano, default 
judgments, divorce.
 Brandi Michelle Graham 

vs. Kelly Hugh Graham, 
agreed judgments, divorce.
 Cooke County, et al vs. 
Cynthia Ann Hammer, 
default judgment, tax cas-
es.
 Cooke County, et al vs. 
Wanda Jean Perry, default 
judgments, tax cases.
 Cooke County, et al vs. 
Dortha Taylor, et al, de-
fault judgments, tax cases.
 Cooke County, et al vs. 
Bob Smith, default judg-
ments, tax cases.

VBS Set at First 
Christian Church
GAINESVILLE – Th e 
end of school is upon us, 
but learning, fun, making 
friends and cool crafts have 
just begun!
 Registration is now open 
for Vacation Bible School 
at First Christian Church, 
and the energy will blow 
the roof off  with Spark 
Studio and YOU! Spark 
Studio celebrates being 
created by Christ and de-
signed for God’s purpose, 
and planned for June 26-
30 is a whole lot of creat-

ing!
 VBS is Sunday, June 26 
through Th ursday, June 
30, 5:30-8:15p.m., and is 
open to children 3-years 
old to entering 5th grade. 
Each evening begins with 
a fun and delicious meal. 
Th is is a no-cost event 
and bringing children of 
friends, family, and neigh-
bors will be a blessing to us 
all!
 For more information, 
please call Rev. Gregory 
Chambers/Minister of 

Youth and Families, at 
940-665-2053, Gaines-
v i l l eFCC@gmai l .com. 
First Christian Church is 
located at 401 N. Dixon in 
Gainesville.
 During VBS week, par-
ents and children may en-
ter through the Commerce 
Street entrance. If you 
would like to get to know 
First Christian Church, 
we welcome you Sundays 
with Sunday School at 
9:00 a.m. and Worship at 
10:00 a.m.
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STEP BY STEP, 
YOU’RE BUILDING 

FOR YOUR 
FUTURE

Step by step, you’re moving up. You’re planning and investing now. Building for your 
future. Need advice? A loan? The best investment strategies? We’re here with a full 
range of services to cover all your needs. Why don’t you come on down and see what 
we can do for you?

Muenster State Bank
1601 W. Hwy 82, Gainesville

940/665-7900
201 N. Main St., Muenster

940/759-2257
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students thrive in this 
new digital world. (4) Be 
intentional and simple 
when using and purchas-
ing technology for the 
classroom.
 In her elementary school 
principal’s report Debra 
Sicking noted current el-
ementary enrollment is 
300 students. Highlights 
include registration, ap-
preciation day for teachers 
and staff , fun day events 
for students, awards cer-
emony for students, an 
elementary talent show 
and kindergarten gradu-

ation in the Competition 
gym at 10:00am. Th e last 
day of the school year was 
May 19. 
 Teachers and staff  will 
begin summer profes-
sional development and 
compliance training to be 
completed June-July, the 
minutes state.
 In his secondary school 
Principal’s report John 
York said enrollment on 
the Junior High/High 
School campus is 233 stu-
dents. Highlights were a 
Job Recruitment Assem-
bly in cafeteria for 9th 
-12th graders, the high 
school awards ceremony, 

semester exams, gradua-
tion  held May 20.
 In UIL Academic com-
petition, Muenster placed 
second overall at the re-
gional meet with 150 
points. 
 MHS students Erica En-
dres, Derek Cox, Emma 
Walterscheid, Martie Mc-
Coy, Halle Hess, Macy 
Bayer, and Casssy Acayan 
advanced to State. 
 State results: Derek Cox 
placed seventh in Current 
Issues and Events, Emma 
Walterscheid placed third 
in Editorial Writing, 
Halle Hess placed ninth 
in Number Sense, Macy 

Bayer (third individual), 
Cassy Acayan (eighth in-
dividual), Emma Walter-
scheid (17th individual). 
Muenster placed second as 
a team in Spelling and Vo-
cabulary and Erica Endres 
placed 17th in Calculator 
Applications. 
 FCCLA: State Confer-
ence results are as follows: 
Chapter Service Project 
Display, Level 3: fi rst 
place (Erica Endres, Mad-
eleine Fisher, and Meadow 
Walterscheid). Food In-
novations Level 1: sec-
ond place (Sydney Miller, 
Anna Warren, & Lillian 
Wimmer). Th ese two 
teams will compete in the 
FCCLA National Leader-
ship Conference this sum-
mer in San Diego, Calif. 
 Th e board also approved 
engagement of audit ser-

vices for budget year end-
ing June 30, 2022 with 
Freemon, Shapard, and 
Story. 
 Reviewed and discussed 
were TEA Accreditation 
Notice of Adoption/Re-
newal of District of In-
novation, Cooke County 
Special Education Co-op 
Agreement revision, TASB 
Nominations for Region 
II, Position A, Seat on the 
TASB Board, Statewide 
Standards/Policy Regard-
ing Library Content. 
 TASB will be develop-
ing policy to deal with 
textbook and library book 
content.  
 A Budget Workshop is 
set for June 8 with Doug 
Smithson and Mali Han-
ley present.
  Th e Board decided to 
hold the regular monthly 

board meeting on June 8. 
 Th e board approved a 
memorandum of under-
standing with Denton 
JJDAEP for Alternative 
Educational Services for 
the 2022-2023 School 
Year and reviewed May 
graduation program and 
procedures.
 Also approved were a 
ESC XI Contract for Ser-
vices for the 2022-2023 
school year.
 In addition, the board 
approved budget amend-
ments and reviewed Fund 
199 Updated Revenue 
and Expenditures, Cash 
Position by Bank Account, 
District Written Checks, 
Activity Accounts.
 Th e board approved 
Tyler Anderle for a dual-
assignment, probationary 
11-month contract.

MISD Board Swears in Members

DPS Response Team 
Involved in Shooting
N O R T H E A S T E R N 
COOKE COUNTY - A 
Texas Department of Pu-
bic Safety Special Response 
Team member shot a sus-
pect wanted on a sexual as-
sault charge around 5 a.m. 
Th ursday, May 26, accord-
ing to a Cooke County 
Sheriff ’s Offi  ce news re-
lease.
 Th e suspect, Larry Leon 
Wolfenbarger, 58, of 
Cooke County was pro-
nounced dead at the scene 
on County Road 428 
northeast of Muenster by 
Justice of the Peace Jody 
Henry.
 Members of the SRT 
along with Cooke County 
and Montague County 
Sheriff ’s Department per-
sonnel had attempted to 
serve felony warrants on 

Wolfenbarger after the 
Cooke County Sheriff ’s 
Offi  ce took a report from a 
female victim May 21 who 
stated she had been kid-
napped in Cooke County 
and transported to a rural 
area of Montague County 
where she was sexually as-
saulted.
 Cooke and Montague 
County criminal inves-
tigators worked together 
to investigate the crimes 
and secured two felony 
warrants for the arrest of 
Wolfenbarger. Th e Cooke 
County warrant was is-
sued for Aggravated Kid-
napping and the Mon-
tague County warrant 
was issued for Aggravated 
Sexual Assault.
 Information received led 
law enforcement to believe 

that Wolfenbarger would 
be armed and dangerous 
when arrested, the release 
stated.  Texas Department 
of Public Safety assistance 
was requested.
 Wolfenbarger refused to 
exit the residence and the 
SRT personnel deployed 
tactical resources. Wolfen-
barger exited the residence 
with a fi rearm and refused 
to follow instructions 
while advancing towards 
the SRT personnel.
 A member of the SRT 
team discharged his duty 
weapon.  Wolfenbarger 
was pronounced dead at 
the scene by Justice of the 
Peace Jody Henry.
 No law enforcement per-
sonnel were injured during 
this incident, according to 
the release. 

“Building Tots” Class 
at County Library
COOKE COUNTY -  Th e 
Cooke County Library will 
off er the “Building Tots” 
children’s classes again this 
year. Th ese classes use the 
love of reading and blocks 
to encourage toddlers to 
explore science, math and 
design while promoting 
family interaction. Th is free 
program will be off ered on 
Th ursdays from 10:30 – 
11:00 am. Th ere will be 4 
sessions of 2 week classes. 
Th e fi rst set of classes will 
be held June 8, 2022 – June 
15, 2022. Th e second set 
of classes will be held June 
23, 2022 – June 30, 2022. 
Th e third set of classes will 
be held July 7, 2022 – July 
14, 2022. Th e fourth set 
of classes will be held July 
21, 2022 – July 28, 2022. 
Children ages 2 - 4 years 
old may attend and are re-
quired to sign up for class-
es. Sign up starts May 16, 
2022 and should be done 
before the fi rst class of the 
session starts. Th ere is a 

limit of 10 slots per each 
session. Adults must attend 
the classes with their child.
 Each class session will 
consists of the following 
programs:
 1. Week 1 class in ses-
sion: Colors.
 2. Week 2 class in ses-
sion: Numbers.
 Kimberly Reiter, Chil-
dren’s’ Coordinator, will 
be the instructor of the 
classes. Kimberly runs the 
Library’s weekly children’s 
class and is the perfect fi t 
to head this project. “More 
and more we learn that 
play is so important to a 
child’s development. Th is 
program does just that 
by introducing them to a 
concept with a book and 
allowing them to explore 
their new knowledge by 
using blocks.” says Reiter. 
 Toddler classes that fea-
ture the STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Math) concepts are 
off ered at many libraries 

in the United States and 
are very popular. Not only 
does this get children ex-
cited about reading, but it 
allows them to use science, 
design and math. 
 “We’re so happy to be 
able to off er these classes 
again. We’ve missed watch-
ing the children learn and 
grow during these classes. 
Th eir knowledge increases 
on the subjects of colors 
and numbers.” said Library 
Director, Jennifer Johnson-
Spence.   
 Sign-up starts on May 
16th for each session and 
the cut off  to sign up is the 
day before the fi rst class 
of each session’s which is 
June 8th; June 22nd; July 
6th and July 13th. Th e 
program is free to children 
ages 2 - 4. Please call the 
library at 940-668-5530 
with any questions. 
 Partial funding for this 
project is made possible 
by Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor, Lee Russell.

Helping Hands Helps NTMC - Helping Hands of Faith, an outreach ministry of 
Gainesville’s Faith Lutheran Church, recently made a donation to the North Tex-
as Medical Center Foundation that will go toward the purchase of a new Cardiac 
CT machine for the hospital. Pictured (left to right) are Helping Hands of Faith 
volunteers Galene Morris, NTMC Foundation Executive Director Darin Allred, 
Kari O’Dell and Dean Dorsch. The foundation is beginning a campaign to raise 
$500,000 for the purchase of this much-needed piece of equipment for the hospi-
tal. For ways you can help, call (940) 612-8460.        (The Weekly News Photo)  
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Classifi eds“At Th e Treehouse” 
Resale Celebrates 
its 1st Anniversary
COOKE COUNTY – 
Home Hospice of Cooke 
County is excited to cel-
ebrate our fi rst year An-
niversary for “At Th e 
Treehouse” Resale Store 
in Gainesville. Th e offi  cial 
Celebration is Saturday, 
June 4th from 9am to 2pm 
and we welcome you to 
come out and enjoy the 
festivities and shopping! 
Th e At Treehouse Resale 
store is located at 1311 N. 
Grand Ave., Suite 100. 
 “We are so excited to be 
celebrating our fi rst an-
niversary!! A Huge Th ank 
You to our donors, volun-
teers, staff  and shoppers 
for making our dream a 
reality! We see the store 
as another way of giv-
ing back to our commu-
nity, while supporting our 
city’s future growth” said 

Tamera Whitlow, Store 
Director and Community 
Coordinator. “Th e com-
munity has blessed us over 
the past eight years with 
their donations – from 
everyday household goods 
to Christmas items for our 
annual November Rum-
mage Sale. Th ere is no 
doubt that we have some-
thing for everyone at our 
store!”
 “Th e store will be open 
9am to 2pm for our cel-
ebration with hot dogs, 
drinks and music. Th e 
Gainesville Chamber will 
do our Ribbon Cutting 
at 11am. In addition, we 
will have special sales to 
heat up the summer with 
lots of new items – furni-
ture, household, clothes 
and home decor. Remem-
ber all proceeds will go to-

ward our Home Hospice 
of Cooke County patient 
care” said Whitlow. 
 If you have any ques-
tions regarding the store or 
donations, please call 940-
580-9280. You can also 
follow the store on Face-
book www.facebook.com/
treehouseresalestore or visit 
our website at www.Tree-
houseresalestore.com. 
 Home Hospice of Cooke 
County is a 501(c)(3) com-
munity-based non-profi t 
hospice. Our mission is to 
help our patients have the 
best possible Quality of 
Life. To learn about other 
community outreach pro-
grams off ered by Home 
Hospice, please visit www.
homehospice.org or visit 
our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/homehospi-
ceofgrayson.

Crossword Puzzle Answers
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++++++++

 Come hear the inspiring 
words of Heath Staple-
ton at Commerce Street 
Church of Christ, 602 
N. Commerce Street in 
Gainesville. He will speak 
Sunday, June 5 at 9:30 am, 
10:25 am, 6:00 pm; and 
June 6-8 at 7:00 pm. 

++++++++

 ZooLaLa is set for 
Th ursday, June 16 at the 
Gainesville Civic Cen-
ter. Eat, Drink, Purchase 
Raffl  e Tickets! Doors open 
at 11:00 am with the show 
starting at 12:00 noon. 
Tickets are $25 each, lim-
ited seating $35 each. 
 For more info or to 
RSVP, contact Austin 
Reiter at 940-736-1487 
or email Austin.Reiter@
FirstState.Bank.

++++++++

 Vacation Bible School 
at First Christian Church 
is set for June 26 through 
June 30! VBS will be from 
that Sunday through 
Th ursday from 5:30 to 
8:15 pm at 401 N. Com-
merce in Gainesville. For 
more information, please 
call Rev. Gregory Cham-
bers at940-665-2053 or 
email GainesvilleFCC@
gmail.com. 

++++++++

 Whaley UMC is host-
ing their Vacation Bible 
School from 9:00 am to 
noon June 13-17 (Monday 
through Friday). Admis-
sion is free, with T-shirts 
available for $10 each.  
Th e theme is Food Truck 
Party, on a Roll with God! 
It is for all children age 4 
years through the comple-
tion of fi fth grade.  Regis-
tration deadline is June 5. 
No walk-in registrations 
will be accepted. 
 Email merrid55@ya-
hoo.com with questions.

King
Topics

by Keith G. King II

“Literary Lego” Class 
Now Back at Library
COOKE COUNTY 
-  After several years, the 
Cooke County Library will 
be off ering the “Literary 
LEGOs” children’s project 
this summer.” Th ese classes 

use the love of LEGOs to 
encourage children to read 
about and physically ex-
plore science, design, and 
math. Th e 2022 program 
series uses the Summer 
Reading Program theme, 
“Oceans of Possibilities” as 
its basic concept. Th is free 
program will be off ered on 
Wednesdays from 10:30 – 
11:30 am. Th ere will be 4 
sessions of 2 week classes. 
Th e fi rst set of classes will 
be held June 8, 2022 – June 
15, 2022. Th e second set 
of classes will be held June 
22, 2019 – June 29, 2022. 
Th e third set of classes will 
be held July 6, 2022 – July 
13, 2022. Th e fourth set of 
classes will be held July 20, 
2022 – July 27, 2022. Chil-
dren ages 5 – 12 years old 
may attend and are required 
to sign up for classes. Sign 
up starts May 16, 2022 
and should be done before 
the fi rst class of the session 
starts. Th ere is a limit of 20 
slots per each session.
 Each class will have a 
concept that uses science, 
design, or math to support 
the theme. However, read-
ing is the foundation. Th e 
classes will have some basic 
elements like a welcome, 
program concept and clos-
ing. Th e tentative program 
schedule for each session is 
as follows:
 1. First class in session: 
Introduce the program. 
Day’s theme or free build
 2. Second class in session: 
Day’s theme or free build. 
Program concludes. Special 
prize giveaways.
 Weekly “creations” will 
be displayed in a locked 
glass case until the follow-

ing week during the pro-
gram. 
 Rhonda Rhoades, Pa-
tron Services/Researcher, 
is the project coordinator 
and instructor of the class-
es. Rhonda has a love for 
LEGOs and is the perfect 
choice to head this project.
“Th is will be my fi fth year 
to manage the “Literary 
LEGOs” project.  I think 
the ocean theme is a great 
one for these classes. I can’t 
wait to see how the kids use 
their imagination and cre-
ate.” said Rhoades. 
 LEGO club programs are 
off ered at many libraries in 
the United States and are 
very popular. Not only does 
this get children excited 
about reading, but it allows 
them to use science, design 
and math. 
 “Each year we get to see 
how children imagine and 
create during these classes. 
I can’t wait to see how the 
ocean theme gets used this 
Summer.” said Library Di-
rector, Jennifer Johnson-
Spence.   
 Sign-up starts on May 
16th  for each session and 
the cut off  to sign up is the 
day before the fi rst class of 
each session’s which is June 
7th; June 21st; July 5th and 
July 19th. Th e program 
is free to children ages 5 - 
12. Please call the library 
at 940-668-5530 with any 
questions. 
 Partial funding for this 
project is made possible by 
a Dollar General Summer 
Reading Grant, the Friends 
of the Cooke County Li-
brary and Edward Jones 
Financial Advisor, Lee Rus-
sell.

“S.T.E.M.ed Up” 

Classes Set at

County Library
COOKE COUNTY – Th e 
Library will be off ering 
“S.T.E.M.ed Up” classes 
again this summer!  Th e 
library will be off ering two 
diff erent classes on Mon-
day, June 20, 2022 and 
July 18, 2022 at 10:30am 
– 11:30am.
 In these “S.T.E.M.ed 
Up” classes, students will 
learn how science, technol-
ogy, engineering and math 
relate to everyday life. By 
using hands on activities, 
special topics will be cov-
ered in each class. 
 Th e class is for children 
ages 8 - 12 years old. Th e 

class has 12 slots & attend-
ees will need to sign up 
to attend. Sign up for the 
class starts May 16, 2022 
until the class is full.
 “We’re looking forward 
to sharing more experi-
ments with the kids to 
cover a variety of topics. Be 
sure to sign your kid(s) up 
as soon as possible as there 
are only 12 slots. We look 
forward to teaching your 
kids throughout the sum-
mer.” said Library Director, 
Jennifer Johnson-Spence.   
 Please call the library at 
940-668-5530 with any 
questions.

If you’ve lost 
your cat or dog, 
be sure to check 

these places

Noah’s Ark
Animal Shelter
940-665-9800

Chance’s
Haven

940-902-3756

We Honor
All Pre-Arranged

Funeral Plans
Regardless of When 
and Where it Was

Purchased. 
George J. Carroll 

and Son 
602 S. Lindsay
 940-665-3455

You may remember this 
sweet face from the be-
ginning of 2022, his name 
is Valentine and he is 
so sad to be back. Some 
people just do not under-
stand cats, but we are here 
to help him get the best 
furever home that this 
sweet boy needs. If Val-
entine likes you then you 
can bet he will be follow-
ing you around so he can 
always be next to you. He 
is a sweetheart and shows 
us nothing but love and 
affection. This is the type of cat you need whenever you 
are having a bad day and just wrap him up in your arms 
and snooze the day away! Valentine has been neutered, 
microchipped, and is up to date on al his age appropri-
ate vaccinations, meaning he is go home ready today! 
If you are interested in adopting Valentine please give 
us a call at (940)665-9800 and we can set you up an 
appointment to come in and meet him!

Animal Adoption

For Sale

Estate 
Sales

Estate Sale
9029 East Hwy 82

Gainesville TX 76240

Thursday & Friday 
June 2 & 3 9-5

Saturday June 4 9-3
See durhamestatesales.net

for pictures and info.

Hess Hay, new alfalfa, lit-
tle bales and 3x3x8s and 
little bales of coastal. 940-
665-7601.
                                                                   12/29

Remember: The Weekly News of Cooke County runs 
found animal classifi ed word ads for FREE in an at-
tempt to help reunited the animal and the owner. For 
more information, call 940-665-2320.

Animals Found

Used Appliances
Washers • Dryers • Stoves

Refrigerators • Furniture • Freezers
BUY • SELL • TRADE

Gas Stoves & Refrigerators
$99 and up

Terry: 940-634-3996

Reduced Price. Fall 2020. 
4x4 round bale coastal 
hay. $25 per roll. South 
Gainesville 940-641-
1991.
                                                                   05/18

Don’t just hang signs for 
your Garage, Moving or 
Estate Sale, show it to 
the entire county! Adver-
tise them in The Weekly 
News of Cooke County 
for as little as $7.50 per 
week. Just give us a call 
at 940.665.2320 or vis-
it our website at www.
TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

Garage Sale - 315 CR 
173, Saturday and Sun-
day, 9a-?. Gainesville. 
Lots of furniture, cloth-
ing, shoes, household 
items and more.
                                                                   06/01

For Sale - Natural Gas 
General Electric Cook 
Stove $150. 940-634-
3414, Muenster.
                                                                   05/18

For Sale - Eggs $5/Dz. 
Guinea Eggs $10/Dz. 
940-284-1913. 1177 FM 
1306, Gainesville.
                                                                   06/22

The Weekly News
Covering the Entire County
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The Weekly News
“We are the best bang 

for your buck!”

For only $39/year you can receive the best news coverage 
available in Cooke County at home!

216 W. Pecan St.  •  Gainesville, Texas  •  Phone: 940.665.2320  •  Fax: 940.665.2162
www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com

We offer subscriptions to the following areas:
Valley View - 76272 • Whitesboro - 76273 • Era - 76238 • Lindsay - 76250 •  Myra - 76253

If outside these areas and not getting a newspaper, give us a call for other possible options.

The Weekly News
                    of Cooke County

JerRatt Technologies
Serving Gainesville Since 1993

SMALL BUSINESS SPECIALISTS
Corporate IT Services

Servers - Networking - Remote Help Desk 
New Location & Relocation Experts

All Services Fully Insured
Local:  940-580-2245

www.JerRatt.com

Kammerdiener Enterprises, LLC 
Metal Bldg • Storage Building • Welding

Patios • Pre-Fab Metal Buildings
Concrete Slabs • Dirt Work • Backhoe Service

Over 30 years experience
Bryan Kammerdiener

940-736-1732
John Comer 940-284-7338

Old Country Tree Service
Senior citizen discounts.

Free estimates.
We’re insured.

Call Now and Get 10 % OFF
940-443-4577

Services

Use The Weekly News for all of your legal notice needs. 
We service the largest number of clients of ANY paper 
in the Cooke County Area. Our legal notices are a low, 
fl at rate price to help you fulfi l your legal obligations. 
Give us a call to fi nd out more, 940-665-2320 or visit us 
online day or night at www.TheWeeklyNewsCC.com.

Legal Notices
STATE OF TEXAS               COUNTY OF COOKE

COUNTY COURT AT LAW 

IN THE ESTATE OF EDDIE LEE RUCKER
PR18129 

CITATION BY PUBLICATION 

To all persons interested in the Estate of EDDIE LEE 
RUCKER: 

 On 5/20/2022, BONNIE RUCKER fi led a(n) APPLI-
CATION FOR INDEPENDENT ADMINISTRATION 
AND LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION AND AP-
PLICATION TO DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP 
in Cause No. PR18129 in the County Court at Law of 
Cooke County, Texas. 
 Said APPLICATION FOR INDEPENDENT AD-
MINISTRATION AND LETTERS OF ADMINISTRA-
TION AND APPLICATION TO DETERMINATION 
OF HEIRSHIP may be heard and acted upon by said 
court after 10 o’clock a.m. on the fi rst Monday next after 
the expiration on ten days from the date of publication of 
this citation. 
 All persons interested in said estate are hearby cited 
to appear before said court by fi ling a written answer 
contesting said should they desire to do so. 
 Given under my hand and seal of offi ce in Cooke 
County, Texas, this 23rd day of May, 2022. 

    Pam Harrison, County Clerk
    Cooke County Court at Law
    Cooke County Courthouse
    101 S. Dixon St. Rm 109
    Gainesville, TX 76240

                         06/01

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic 
Beverage Commission for a Distiller and Rectifi er 
Permit by Stubborn Mule Distilling Corporation, to 
be located at 1836 county road 2117, Gainesville TX
76240.  Offi cer of said company is Antonio Porras, 
CEO.

                        05/04

ACCEPTING SEALED BIDS
For the Lindsay VFD Tank Truck
DT466 Interna  onal Tank Truck 1979
Automa  c transmission, 1800 Gallon 

Stainless Steel Tank w/out Baffl  es, 
10 inch Dump valve in rear of the ve-
hicle, 3 inch bowie pump. Unknown 

miles. AS IS, NO WARRANTIES.
Sealed Bids to be sent to

PO Box 143
Lindsay, TX 76250

Bids will be opened on June 7th

Help Wanted
Neu Ranch House is now 
hiring Host/Cashier, Wait 
Staff, Cooks and Dish-
washers/Busers. Apply in 
person to 1825 E. Hwy 82, 
Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                   04/27

Thackerville OKla horse 
hospital looking for moti-
vated techs/assistants. At 
least some horse handling 
experience is required. 
Three trainable positions 
plus Ins, PTO and 401k 
available. Kristie.easter@
pea-texoma.com or call 
580-276-1600. 
                                                                    04/13

Now Hiring Equipment 
Operator with CDL and/
or CDL Driver for Local 
Construction Company. 
Competitive Pay. Good 
Hours. 940-736-4763 or 
email jcp1000@ymail.
com.
                                                                   04/13

Los Mariachi is Hiring 
Cooks, Hostess and Ca-
shier $12/hr. Also Hir-
ing Experienced Servers. 
Apply in Person 319 N. 
Commerce.
                                                                   04/27

Apartment maintenance help needed.  Job detail in-
cludes plumbing, light carpentry, painting, landscaping 
and pool maintenance.  Applicants must have reliable 
transportation and own hand tools.  Salary based on 
experience.  Please contact Cody at 940-727-9379 or 
email resume to codymhess@yahoo.com.
                                                                                                                                                       05/11

RENAISSANCE CARE CENTER
Come Join A Team Where Everyone

Is Empowered 
Our motto, for every employee at every level is

 “It StartsWithMe”
Make Your Career a Calling 

There Is No Door Closed To Anyone 

$ 5,000 SIGN ON BONUS FOR ALL
NURSING SHIFTS

$ 2,500 SIGN ON BONUS FOR CNA

NURSE AID TRAINING & COMPETENCY
PROGRAM

ALL SHIFTS AVAILABLE FOR NURSES
AND CNAs

 FULL TIME, PART TIME, PRN OR
WEEKEND DOUBLES w/

BAYLOR PLAN AVAILABLE FOR RNs/LVNs

COMPETITIVE WAGE RATES & BENEFITS 

Apply in Person
Renaissance Care Center

1400 Black Hill Drive
Gainesville Tx 76240

Ph: 940-665-5221

Callisburg ISD is accepting applications for Bus Driv-
ers and Field Trip Drivers for the current school year. 
Applicants must be 21 years of age, must have a Class 
A or B CDL with passenger and school bus endorse-
ment and be able to have a current or pass a DOT 
medical exam. Applicants must also pass a background 
check, driver’s record check, and pre-employment drug 
test. Average morning and afternoon routes run 60-75 
minutes. All buses are equipped with security cameras. 
Interested applicants may obtain an application at the 
Callisburg ISD Administration Offi ce located at 148 
Dozier Street, Callisburg, TX or at the Transportation 
Offi ce located at 308 Dozier Street, Callisburg, TX. 
Interested parties may also contact Cory Huddleston 
at 665-0961 extension 365. We look forward to hiring 
new drivers who want to work for a district that re-
spects the job they do!
                                                                                                                                                        04/27

Help Wanted at Askew 
Tire. Apply in per-
son, 2002 E. Hwy 82 in 
Gainesville.
                                                                   06/01

Now Hiring General 
Landscaping Help.  Call 
214-546-0140.
                                                                   06/01 Professional Word Processor - Minimum 60 WPM by 

Test. Experience and Computer Skills a Must. Mail Re-
sume 216 W Pecan St. BOX A  Gainesville, TX 76240.
                                                                                                                                                       06/01

Do you need
design help?
We can help with 
any size project!

Inserts ~ Flyers ~ Invitations ~ Advertising
Just give us a call!!!

The Weekly News
 St   ~  Gainesville, TX

940-665-2320
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The Weekly News

Classifi ed ads for as low 

as $7.50 /week.

940.665.2320

House For Rent

Shadowood Apartments
1-2-3 Bedrooms     940-665-2886

Real Estate

Law Enforcement & 
Military Discounts

Services Continued...

Lawn Care • Landscaping • Irrigation
Insect and Weed Control

Drainage Systems • Fertilization
SOD Installations

Kevin Bruce  940-665-3004

IT-5078
LI-21040

Jeff Sernabrucespropertyservices.com

Jack of all Trades
Home Repair

Painting • Carpentry
Odd Jobs • Handyman

940-372-1388

Gainesville Housing Authority has 3 dif-
ferent locations with available rentals. 
The Turner Apartments and Pecan Creek 
Village are for persons at least 62 years 
of age., Washington Court/ Walnut Lane 
are 2-bedrooms duplexes and 3-bedroom 
homes for rent. Rent and security deposit 
are based on your income. Stop by 715 
E. California to pickup application or go 
online at www.gainesvilletxhous-
ingauthority.com, for more infor-
mation please call 940-665-1747 

FOR RENT: 

Handy Man Service
Electricial Work, Tree Service, 
Lawn, House Repairs, Decks. 
24-hr Emergency Service
We can do it all and cheaper!

940-902-1396

Lemons Tree Service
• Trimming
• Removing
• Stump Grinding
• Free Estimates
940.665.9994 / 940.736.9939

Insured for Your Protection! References Available.

We Will Call You Back!

      • Removal
      • Trimming

• Stump Grinding
• Chipper Services

David’s Tree Service
5767 Hwy. 82 E. • 940-284-9663

FIREWOOD AVAILABLE

Complete IT Services for all
your Home & Business needs!
 • Desktop / Laptop Repair
 • Network Support
 • Virus Removal
 • PC Sales

(940) 759-2251
406 E. California St. Gainesville

Chris Sleigh  (940) 514-4092
Interior/Exterior Painting • Hardwood Floors
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry • Stone Walkways

Drywall • Power Washing

Licensed & Insured

SHEPARD & 
ASSOCIATES

Small Remodel Jobs, 
Painting, Handyman 

Work, Etc.
Been in Business 25 Years

940-665-7920
940-902-5310

BowieHomeTeam.com
“Serving North Texas”

972-768-7085 (Neil)
972-816-0467 (Susie)
neil.bowie@cbdfw.com

susie.bowie@cbdfw.com
“Best of Zillow” Premier Agent

Neil & Susie Bowie, Realtors® 

Pearson Pools
1928 N. Grand Ave. • Gainesville, TX

940.612.1898

Come in and Check out our
New Above Ground

Pool Display

Tatum Well Service
Complete Water Well Service 

& Submersible Pumps
Well Inspection & Purifi cation 

Test Available
940-668-8840 / 940-284-5162

Assoc. w/ Texoma Drilling  LIC 4743A1

Rohmer Proper  es
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments 

and Duplexes, No Pets.
940-736-0262.

www.txapartments.net

ESCOBEDO’S
TREE SERVICE

Family Owned, Family Operated

All Your Tree
Service Needs

FREE
ESTIMATES

940-727-9883

Apartment For Rent
3/2/2 With Bonus Room, Fenced Yard, Shop, Aerobic 
Septic System, 1 Acre Lot, Gainesville. $1500/Month. 
References and Deposit Required. 940-736-7385.

                        05/18

Classifi ed Ads for as low as
$7.50 per week. 940.665.2320

Irene’s Fashion
Create your Unique Designs.

Alterations Avail. Wedding Gowns, 
Dresses, Men’s Suits, Crafts 

469-496-9290 Gainesville and 
Surroundings. Will Travel to You.

Meño’s Lawn
Services
940-443-0456
940-443-4198

- Mowing/Corte de cesped
- Tree Trimming/Poda de arboles
- Yard Work/Maintenimiento de yarda

FOR SALE
3 Bedroom, 3 bath and barns 

situated on
35 acres on the north edge of 

Muenster on 1262 FM 373.
Sealed bids are being accepted 

from now until May 28.
For information, contact:

Prime Properties / Don Hobbs
940-736-5737

dhobbs@primeproperties.com

214.546.0140

• Sod Prep & Install
• Tree Installation
• Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design & Construction
• Drainage, Including French Drain
• Dirt Work: Grading & Leveling

Lawn Mowing and 
Tree Trimming

Call Gregg
940-902-3894

For Leasing Info
Please Call:

Karl Klement
Properties Inc.
940-627-6362

FOR
RENT

Dixon Apts
Lynnwood

Apartments

1 bedroom, 1 bath apartment located near NCTC in 
Gainesville - $775/month. $775 Deposit. Water/Trash 
included. For more info call 940-668-6868 or stop by 
216 W. Pecan St. for application. 
                                                                                                                                                        05/25

The Weekly News classifi eds for as low as $7.50 per week! 
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NOW OPEN FOR TOURS
Short-Term Rehabilitation after Orthopedic Surgery
Outpatient Occupational and Physical Therapies

Skilled Nursing Care after Hospital Stay
Advance Wound Care • IV Therapies

Private Medicare Suites • Long Term Care

ONLY 5 STAR RATED
FACILITY IN GAINESVILLE

Introducing 
REPO Energy Shot

Where Ancient Wisdom 
Meets Cutting Edge
Science.  Created by 

Hometown Cardiologist
Dr. K.N. Anwar MD, 
FACC. All Organic

Natural Ingredients. 

Bosco’s Gym 

Available Exclusively at
www.myreposhop.com

and at
Bosco’s Gym 

112 E. Main • Gainesville • 940-668-0700

CARDIOLOGIST’S CHOICE
Energy Shot which is Healthy too!

Gainesville Fire-Rescue 
Celebrates Promotions, 
Awards Recipients
(Continued from Page 2)

conversations about the 
previous shift, what their 
time off  was like, main-
tenance issues to address 
in the station and on the 
vehicles, lots of coff ee to 
drink and a shift to plan, 
Dresser said. Sometimes 
there’s a big breakfast for 
the group,
 “Th e meal table is a 
valuable tool for the fi re-
fi ghter,” Dresser said al-
luding to his table proj-
ect, Th e decisions made 
around meals “shape the 
world that we will fi ght 
for the next 24 hours,” he 
said.
 “Starting [from the time 
the shift begins] we could 
go from a boring training 
session to a multi-fatality 
fi re or auto accident. No 
shift is ever the same, so 
we prepare for it at this 
table,” he said.
 Preparation is impera-
tive, he said.
 “We lay our lives in 
the hands of those we 
trust,” Dresser said. “We 
are trained to the high-
est level… We will not 
become millionaires with 
this job. Our bodies will 
suff er over time by the 
abuse that we infl ect on 
ourselves… What we see 
and do [while on duty] 
scars and aff ects us when 
we come home. I’m not 
sure we would have it any 
other way. Because of all 
the evil and sadness we 
see, we do make a diff er-
ence. We save a life. We 
make someone smile dur-
ing a bad day they’re hav-
ing. We make a connec-

tion with a child at fi re 
prevention. We teach a ci-
vilian to save a life with a 
fi re extinguisher. We love 
what we do because we do 
make a diff erence at some 
level.” 
 Th e event also included 
remarks from Gainesville 
Mayor Tommy Moore. 
 Moore who is President 
of the Gainesville Medal 
of Honor Host City Pro-
gram likened fi refi ghter 
service to qualities asso-
ciated with the Medal of 
Honor.
 “Th ere’s three charac-
teristics that outline the 
Medal of Honor,” Moore 
said. “And it’s service, 
sacrifi ce and patriotism. 
As I thought about our 
fi rst responders here in 
Gainesville, I thought 
they exhibit all three of 
those characteristics every 
day of the year.”
 Th e department also 
participates in commu-
nity service projects in-
cluding the B.P. Doug-
las Park improvement 
project along with pub-
lic events and festivals, 
Moore noted. “Th ey are 
very intentionally trained 
to do a job, but they do 
a lot more than that. So, 
thank you for what you 
do. Th ank you for repre-
senting all of Gainesville 
and all of our city very 
well.”
 Gainesville City Man-
ager Barry Sullivan pre-
sented the City of Gaines-
ville Medal of Distinction 
Award to Zane Ferguson, 
Cameron Fisher, Jake 
Chambers and Will Boyd.
 Sullivan prefaced the 

award presentation with 
some backstory.
 “On March 26, 2020, 
these young men were 
called to a call and when 
they arrived at the house, 
the front screen door was 
basically cardboard and 
a little bit of screen left,” 
Sullivan said. “Th ese guys 
had to take it apart to get 
into the house.”
 Th e door was in bad 
shape when the group 
left the call, Sullivan said. 
“But these guys, on their 
own, went to the hard-
ware store, bought some 
cement board, came back 
and repaired this lady’s 
door to help her out and 
that’s the kind of charac-
ter that we want to show 
the community.”
 He noted the young 
men “went that step 
above and beyond.”
 “When we asked them 
for the receipt so we could 
reimburse them their 
costs, they refused. Th ey 
said, ‘We took care of it,’” 
Sullivan said. “For that, 
we would like to award 
them with the Medal of 
Distinction from the City 
of Gainesville.”
 Next was the swearing 
in and badge pinning cer-
emony conducted by Fire 
Marshal Shannon Jeff coat 
and Assistant Fire Chief 
Jason James.
 Firefi ghters pinned in-
cluded Brock Bollier, Bill 
Haley, Hunter Denner, 
Daniel Lopez and An-
drew Griffi  n.
 Promoted to driver/en-
gineer were Dalton Bent-
ley, Adam Flowers, Jo-
seph Westbrook, Michael 

Case, James Fuller, Jordan 
Sparkman and Ethan Fa-
cio.
 Receiving his lieutenant 
badge was Tyler Rains.
 In addition, the depart-
ment recognized three 
members who have been 
named Employee of the 
Month by the city of 
Gainesville in the past 
two years. Th e employees 
received a day off  with 
pay and were recognized 
at separate Gainesville 
City Council Meetings. 
Th ey are Fire Inspector 
Chief Alan Bryan, Cpt. 
Luke Meyers and Driver 
Jordan Sparkman.
 Finally, Twiner pre-
sented 2020 Life Saving 
Awards to Captain Randy 
Prestage and Lt. Cameron 
Fisher who performed, 
along with assistance 
from other Gainesville 
fi re personnel, the res-
cue of three small chil-
dren and one adult from 
a vehicle that had been 
swept off  the roadway on 
the cold night of January 
10, 2020. Two other in-
dividuals were also later 
rescued from a vehicle in 
high water that night.
 In addition to Prestage 
and Fisher, Fire Chief 
Twiner, Fire Marshal Jef-
fcoat, Battalion Chief Jeff  
Graves, Cpt. Matt Eding-
ton, Cpt. Luke Meyers, 
Lt. Paul Bacchus, Lt. Mi-
chael Pass and Driver/En-
gineer Jordan Sparkman, 
Firefi ghter Trey Anderle 
and Driver/Engineer Dal-
ton Bentley received an 
Incident Citation of Mer-
it for their actions Jan. 
10, 2020.


